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Early Childhood * s
De.velopment Center

The Casa’s Early
Childhood Development
Center goes far beyond
daycare to include

a comprehensive
program of healthy

~

Casa de

_Cas . Casa
MiSericordia ) de ESperanza
(HOME OF MERCY) (HOME 03 HOPE)

and inspire action
around the issues
that are most
relevant to the lives
of the people in
Nogales, Sonora.
As the community

identifies what it Cre‘at esS communltyt

HiStOI"y: In the 1980s, Hope and Jose Torres opened a community
kirchen in their hometown of Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. For years they
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empﬁ We:! e"d J af“‘d keep feeding kids while adding a new component: transformational d}fvel?pment for gh;:dre“a empowered and and empcwerme
o R 1 SISt o education. As BorderLinks listened to the community, the Casa added their families, and the : i
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SuSta‘Inable Comm unity a day care center and a safe space for youth to gather and play sports. community. The Center especially supports mothers who are SRS TR LYo S aSe

most at risk for immigration—
mothers who would otherwise
have to take their children to
work or stay home because
they couldn’t afford childcare.
The children receive the
stimulation needed to develop
their whole selves—physical,
cognitive, language, and social.
The Center incorporates
educational principles that
include non-violence, self-
sufficiency, respect, and

that promotes the active
participation of parents.

Today: BorderLinks Mexico Casa de Misericordia provides the
only Children's Sustainable Food program in Mexico and the only
Early Childhood Development Program in the area. Hundreds of
adults participate in community education classes and the Women’s
Cooperative. The Casa is currently 100 percent supported with funds
from BorderLinks U.S. and as a result has not been able to achieve
tax-exempt status in Mexico.

gathers at the Casa to learn
small business skills, study
the English language, and

_ work toward vocational
CO M MUNI | l certificates and educational
goals. Lately, many more
adults are attending
Grammar and High School
Equivalency classes as they
seek tools to help them find
work. The Casa also provides
a safe space for youth and
adults to organize together
for positive social change
within the community.

Future: the casa plans to reincorporate as the Casa
de Esperanza (Home of Hope) in early 2010, and apply for
tax-exempt status in Mexico. This will allow the Casa to
become more autonomous by seeking contributions from
individuals and corporations in Mexico. Casa programs will
remain the same, and the new name will better reflect the
work they are already doing. BorderLinks will continue to
raise funds and work in partnership with the Casa.
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Contact BorderLinks at (520) 628-8263 or visit www.borderlinks.org
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OO I and economic i BorderLinks envisions a world in which people within and
o I security through I across social borders; respect and care for each other, value and
SeCurl y ) the Women's ! celebrate differences, and build healthy and just communities
: Cooperative. : :jyhe;g e;?gone has an equal opportunity for a full and
The Children’s Food Security 1 The women : ignified life.
Program provides safe, I craft necklaces 1
nutritious, and culturally i that express ! s
appropriate meals every day | their desire 0 ! With your help, the Casa Caminamos Juntos:
to the §O0LGSL chlldrep n : stop the deaths : can continue to Serve
sRoor Sacmity the nelghborhqod, Itis the : of migrants along the border. While " the community, but under WG bjalk l ' ether\
e;&lists wlhen - only program like it in all of ] they work the women also organize for a different name.
all people, Mexico. The program is led I Support the i
at all times, ; Casa b IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT or promote the work of
have access to and sustained by parents who volunteer af]d : pumh{mg : the Casa in Nogales. Sonora, please contact BorderLinks. We can
sufficient, safe also take workshops at the Casa about topics | @medallion, I arrange for someone to speak with your group or we can mail
?ﬂddﬂt:tl‘mﬂrs such as nutrition and gardening. An on-site " Contact " you a promotion packet to help you share the story of the Casa.
00 mee ’ .
their dietary community garden serves as both a teaching J gﬂrﬁiﬁﬁmm ! CHECKS CAN BE MADE to “Casa Transition Fund” and mailed
needs and food tool and a source of community building. At : ' : a A 7E 1 : e e B
prekirences s the Casa, Kids get more than a meal, they ‘ oo er 1 e i to: BorderLinks, 620 S. 6th Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85701
x;:,?; o and and their families learn to be leaders who 1] N ‘ ‘ : SECURE ONLINE DONATIONS can be made thirough Network
N Glotal build healthy and just 1 E positive social change, forming a ! for Good on the BorderLinks website, www.borderlinks.org, where
FTU;;;TI‘J"”“ - _ 14 communities where : cqr11muni1y that helps them cope : you may designate your gift to benefit “Casa Transition Fund.”
] = everyone has equal " with E_md res?lve challenges they face B
s it The collciive s run dermocratall, | t : Thank You.
and dignified life. = COUER : Check out the poster on the
. | All profits are divided equally with a 1 other side of this brochure
Families learn how to start .
md::‘:nt;nma hom:gsarden. \\ portion contributed to the Casa, 4 and hang it on the wall at DONATE NOW! Call BorderLinks at (520) 628-8263
e R T T your home or office! Or visit us online at www.borderlinks.org



